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Allah will not forgive that partners be associated with Him; but will

forgive anything less than that, to whomever He wills. Anyone
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Kinds of Shirks & How to avoid it
By Ahmed Azam

www.Quranicresearch.com/www.Quranicmessage.com



Before we start to define what is shirk, types of shirk, major and minor shirks,
reasons why people commit shirk, and how to avoid it, let’s look at some of the
Quranic Ayats and Ahadith regarding gravity of shirk (The unforgivable sin in the
sight of Allah (SWT).

Quranic Ayats/verses about committing Shirk
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Allah said after honorably mentioning the name of 18 Prophets, that if (Suppose
that) they (Prophets) had set others with Him, certainly what they did (good
deeds) would have become ineffectual for them. Q 6/88
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Tell O Prophet. It was revealed to you, and to those before you, that if you commit
Shirk, your good deeds will be in vain, and you will be of the losers. Q39/65
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Allah will not forgive that partners be associated with Him; but will forgive anything less

than that, to whomever He wills. Anyone who ascribes partners to Allah has strayed into
far error. Q4/116
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They disbelieve those who say, “Allah is the Messiah the son of Mary.” But the Messiah
himself said, “O Children of Israel worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. Whoever
associates others with Allah, Allah has forbidden him Paradise, and his dwelling is the
Fire. The wrongdoers have no saviors.” Q 5/72.
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When Lugman said to his son, as he advised him, “O my son, do not associate anything
with Allah (committing Shirk), surely, committing Shirk is the worst iniquity/ is great
injustice” Q 3113
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Surely, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives anything less than
that to whomever He wills. Whoever associates anything with Allah has devised a
monstrous sin/ a great sinful lie. Q4/48
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And they set up rivals to Allah, in order to lead away from His path. Say, “Enjoy
yourselves; your destination is the Fire.” Q 14/30.

Ahadith about the severity of committing Shirk

1. Syedna Abu Bakra narrates that the Messenger of Allah said three times
“Should | not tell you about the greatest sin? Then he said: Associating others
with Allah (SWT)”. Sahih Bukhari # 2654, Sahih Muslim # 259.

2. Abu Hurairah (RA) narrated that Messenger of Allah (SAW) said that: Every
Prophet of Allah has a supplication that will be answered, and every Prophet
hastened to offer this supplication and did that prayer in this world. But | have
deferred my supplication for my Ummah and that supplication (intercession) of
mine will be granted to each of those people on the Day of Judgment who dies
not associating anything with Allah (SWT). Bukhari # 6304, Muslim #491.

3. Abuzar Ghefari and Anas bin Malik narrates that Messenger of Allah said: Allah
(SWT) said: “O son of Adam! If you came to me with an earthful of sins, and then
you met me not associating anything with Me, | will Meet you with a similar
amount of forgiveness. Muslim # 6833, Tirmidhi # 3540.

4. Muaz bin Jabal and Abu Darda narrate that Messenger of Allah advised me “Do
not associate anything with Allah, even if you are cut into pieces or burnt in fire”.
Ibn Majah # 4034, Musnad Ahmed #22,128



5. Prophet (SAW) said “Shouldn’t | not tell you about the biggest sin?” then he
said associating anything with Allah (committing Shirk) and disobeying Parents.
Bukhari #2511, Muslim # 87.

6. Prophet (SAW) said “Whoever dies claiming that Allah has rivals will enter Hell
fire” Bukhari #4497, Muslim #92.

Based on above Ayats of Quran and Ahadith of our beloved Prophet (SAW), it
has become absolutely clear in unequivocal terms that:

a) SHIRK is that serious, dangerous, heinous and unforgivable sin which would
deprive the mankind of the Paradise forever and make them the fuel of Hell
forever.

b) There will be no helper for the Mushrik (Polytheist) on the Day of Judgment.
Even the Imam of the Prophets and the Messengers, the intercessor of the guilty,
Syedna Muhammad (SAW) will do nothing for him/her.

c) The man who managed to secure himself from SHIRK in all situations, Allah, the
only Lord of the universe, has Himself assured to forgive the rest of his sins.

There are four different kinds of Shirk and Four categories of Shirk:

Meaning of Shirk: Shirk in Arabic means ascribing a partner or rival (peer or
counterpart) to Allah in Lordship, in divinity, in worship or in His names and
attributes. It is opposite of Tauheed.

Types of Shirk: There are four types of Shirk. In Lordship ( Shirk-ur-
Ruboobiyyah),in His divinity (Shirk-ul-Uloohiyya ), in worship (Shirk-ul-lbadah) and
in His names and attributes (Shirk-ul-Asmaa). Let’s explain little bit about each
type of Shirk.

Shirk Rububiyyah (Ascribing partners or rivals in Allah’s
Lordship.)




(Shirk ar Rububiyyah) is to have not firm belief that Allah SWT alone is the
creator, the provider, the one that gives life, the one that exterminates life, the
one that manages and has authority over the situations of all his
creations(Everything in the universe and beyond) and that he has no associates in
that:

Examples of Shirk ar Rububiyyah:

1) Believe that other things or people also have a part in creating the universe
other than Allah.

2) Someone else other than Allah gives life, death and controls the affairs of this
universe.

3) Believing that other people besides Allah are able to bestow mercy,
forgiveness, overlook bad deeds, give blessings as Allah and knows unseen.

4) Obedience to any other authority against the decree of Allah like declaring
what is Halal (permissible) or Haram (forbidden)
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(They take their rabbis and their monks for their Lords besides Allah, Q 9/31)

5) Relying solely on worldly means (for wealth, health, children, sustenance etc)
and not on Allah’s reliance (TAWAKKUL)
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(It so happened that all his fruitful garden was utterly destroyed and there he
stood wringing his hand with grief over all that he had spent on it, while it lay
waste before his eyes, he could only say” | wish | had not associated anyone with
my Rabb”! Surah Khaf, Aya # (Originally he was thinking that his entire garden he
made with his efforts and it will never finish or destroy, solely relying on worldly
means and not on Allah’s reliance, power or twakkul. Remember he did not
ascribe partner to Allah here, but he relied on worldly things and not Allah, that is



why he said | wish | had not associated anyone with Allah( that he committed
shirk.).

6) Combing Allah’s “will” with peoples “will”, like if Allah wills and you/he/she
wills or had it not been for Allah and you/he/she, this would have not happened
etc

7) Making fun or degrading the religion of Islam. (As Allah has chosen this religion
of Islam over all the other religions of the world and since the inception of this
world, Allah’s religion was always been Islam (submission to only one Allah,
Tawheed) and all His Messengers from Adam to Prophet Muhammad (SAW) had
same message of Islam

8) Believing in many gods like god of rain, thunder, wealth etc
9) Swearing by other than Allah.

10) Comparing Allah to his creation. Or say that there is another creator, provider
or controller besides Allah.

11) Following one own “nafs” (desires) consistently irrespective of Allah’s and His
Messenger commandments.
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Have you considered the case of such an individual who has made his own desires
as his god, and Allah, knowing him as such, let him go astray, and sealed his
hearing and heart and drew a veil over his sight, who is there to guide him after

Allah has withdrawn His guidance? Will you not learn a lesson? Q45/23.

12) Promulgating laws to replace the rulings of Allah and makes that law to which
people are obliged to refer for judgment.
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(He shares not His legislation with anyone) Q 16/26.



13) Associating others with Allah in love and veneration, by loving a created being
as they love Allah.
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And of mankind are some who take (for worship) others besides Allah as rivals (to
Allah). They love them as they love Allah. Q2/165

14) Being emotionally attached to some means which have no basis and for which
Allah has not given permission, such as hanging up “hands”, turquoise beads that
they offer protection or they ward off the evil eye, Wearing amulets, talisman
and love spells etc. Allah has not made them the means of such protection, either
according to shari’ah or according to the laws of the universe.

15) Tiyarah (superstitious ) Belief in omens.

16) Believing that the stars are controlling the universe and they are the ones that
cause the rain to fall etc.

16) Touching or kissing a thing seeking its” barakah”{blessing} (when Allah has
not created any blessing in it), such as kissing the doors of the mosques, touching
their thresholds, seeking healing from their dust, and other such actions.

17) Doing all kind of magic for any purpose (including creating love /hatred
between spouses, enmity/friendship between humans, harming other people
businesses, health etc).

18) If someone is sick and got cured and then believes he is cured because of
medicine, best doctor or best hospital. We must employ best worldly means to
get cure for ourselves but reliance should be with Allah that with His permission,
medicine, Doctor or best Hospital helped him cured, not his worldly means.

19) Same way, if you got a job or started a business through somebody then does
not think because of that person you were able to get job or started successful
business, it is Allah’s permission you were able to succeed. Though you must
thank and appreciate that person who helped you achieve this success, because



Allah choose him as worldly means for your success, but ultimate decision and
favor was from Allah alone that you achieve your goal.

Shirk Uluhiyyah (Ascribing partners or rivals in Allah’s
Divinity)
That is ascribing people, angels, and animals to Allah’s divinity.
Examples:

1) Believing that Allah has mother, father and children.
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Say: “He is Allah the one and only; Allah is self sufficient (independent of all, while
all are dependent on Him); He begets not, nor is He begotten (He has no child, nor
He is child of any one); and there is none comparable to Him. Q112.
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Nothing is like unto Him: Q42/11
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Further to warn those who say “Allah has begotten a son” Q 18/4
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And say, “Praise be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son, nor has He a partner in
sovereignty, nor has He an ally out of weakness, and glorify Him constantly.” Q17/111
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It is not fitting for the Most Merciful to have a son. Q19/92.

2) Christian’s belief of Trinity (Son, father, Holy Spirit)

3) Believing Angeles are daughter of Allah

Has your Lord favored you with sons, while choosing for Himself daughters from among
the angels? You are indeed saying a terrible thing. Q 17/40

4) Believing in incarnation theory.
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Allah The Originator of the heavens and the earth. He made for you mates from among

yourselves, and pairs of animals, by means of which He multiplies you. There is nothing
like Him. He is the Hearing, the Seeing. Q42/11

Note: Shirk of above category (That is Shirk in divinity) is Major and open Shirk
and if not sincerely repented before death leads one to die in state of Shirk and
unforgivable sin in the Sight of Allah

Shirk —in-lbadah (Ascribing partners or rivals in Allah’s
Worship)

That is worshipping anyone (People, Jinns, Animals, object) other than Allah.
Examples:
1) Supplication (Dua) with anyone else except Allah;

Definition of Dua in Arabic: Dua means to call, to invite, to pray, to ask, to
guestion, and in term of the Sharia of Muhammad (SAW),” Dua “ means “ To
call only one Allah in all situations” be it hardship and trouble or relief and
easiness, i.e. To seek assistance only from Allah, and to ask and request only
from Allah to fulfill your needs and remove your troubles. “ So Allah made His
Beloved Prophet says:
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. And when My servants ask you about Me, | Am near; | answer the call of the caller
when he calls on Me. So let them answer My call (they should worship me and pray to
me only) and believe in Me, so that they may be rightly guided.

In fact, “dua” is “Worship” and it is done only to the Allah:

Allah takes this great pledge from us in every Rakat of all the prayers of 5 times
a day_ ) dh\ A dh\

You Alone we (and will) worship and You Alone we (and will) call on for
help.
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Both are verb forms of “Present Tense” which give the meaning of both present
and future in Arabic language, so both the meanings are correct at the same
time.

Prophet (SAW) said Dua (supplication) is worship, and then he recited (Tirmidi
3372/Dawood 1479
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Our Lord has said, “Pray to Me, and | will respond to you. But those who are too proud

to worship Me will enter Hell forcibly. Q40/60.

In another Quranic verse Allah says:
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Or, who answers the one in need when he prays to Him, and relieves adversity, and
makes you successors on earth? |s there another god with Allah? How hardly you pay
attention.

Based on above Hadith and Quranic verse, it is clear that Dua is worship and it is
only for Allah, Removing the evil /adversity after accepting the Dua is only related
to Allah, therefore making Dua (Worship) other then Allah is like making him
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equal to Allah. The arrogant person who “Prays” other than Allah will be entered
in Hell Fire humiliated because of being involved in SHIRK.

Note: It is important to understand the difference of human attributes and
Allah’s permanent and absolute attributes; Allah has created the mankind with
attributes that are manifestation of His own absolute qualities; However the
characteristics of mankind and are inherently impermanent, granted by Allah
and are “limited” as against the “ self inherently permanent”, “unlimited “and
“absolute “attributes of Allah.

Consider this Aya from Quran
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We created man from a liquid mixture, to test him; and We made him hearing
and seeing. Q76/2

Here for above reason the qualities like “ Samee” and “Baseer” hearing and
seeing for mankind despite being similar to “AL-Samee” and “Al Baseer” of
Allah do not constitute shirk.

However the other absolute attributes that Allah has made exclusive for
Himself; for example a) WORSHIP (Ibadah) and b) seeking help from Him in His
physical absence, i.e Supplication; would be considered pure Shirk and un-
pardonable sin, if attributed to any of Allah’s creations despite knowing that the
attributes of all creations are inherently ‘impermanent’ granted by Allah and
limited in their nature.

The following Hadith will make it this point very clear: Abdullah bin Abbas
narrates that a Companion came to Prophet and said “What Allah wills and you
wills” Prophet said “Are you making me equal to Allah? But say only what Allah
alone wills” (Musnad Ahmed # 3247). From this Hadith it is clear the companion
knew that when he said “what Allah wills and you wills” knowing fully that
RASOOLULLAH’S qualities/attributes are inherently impermanent, granted by
Allah and are limited in nature, while Allah’s attributes are absolute and
permanent but Prophet (SAW) declared it “Shirk”, and corrected his companion
not to say this.
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2) Worshipping humans (Saints, Pious people, etc dead or alive), Idols, Animals.

3) Sacrificing (human or animals) for dead or alive people. Even, if you sacrifice
animal with the name of Allah, but your intention is to get closeness or for
accepting of your Dua by that person. Sacrificing at the place of any shrine or
tomb is Shirk. Surah Kauser of Quran clearly says Pray and sacrifice in the name of
your Rabb only . Prophet said “Curse of Allah on whom who sacrifices in the
names of others than Allah, (Muslim #1979)

4) Seeking help, asking for refuge from someone (Dead or alive) in his absence
other than Allah.

5) Prostrating to someone (Dead or Alive) other then Allah (SWT).

6) Showing off (Riyaa in Arabic) (Ostentation) on any act of worship for people (It
should be purely for the sake of Allah).

The Prophet, Allah bless him and grant him peace, compares riyaa' to a black ant
crawling in the middle of a pitch-dark night on a black rock that can go
undetected.

Riyaa' is a heart disease that cause death to your good deeds. Don't let riyaa'
creep into your heart.

The symptoms of riyaa' include the desire to seek praise or a reputation, fear of
criticism or being looked down upon, doing good deeds in public and evil ones in
private, worrying about what people think of oneself, doing good deeds for
someone else’s sake when they should be done for the sake of Allah only.

The Prophet, Allah bless him and grant him peace, said,

Shall I not inform you of what | fear for you more than the maseeh ud-dajjaal
(false messiah)? It is the hidden shirk (riyaa). It is when a man stands up for
prayer, and then beautifies his prayer for another to look at (Ilbn Majah).

Abu Huraira narrated that the Messenger of Allah, Allah blesses him and grant
him peace narrated a story about three people on the Day of Judgment.

The first of the people whose case will be decided on Judgment Day will be a man
who died as a martyr. He will be brought forth. Allah will make him know about
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His blessings (which He had bestowed on him in the World). The man will
acknowledge them. Then Allah will ask him: What did you do with them? He will
say: | fought in Your way until | died as a martyr. Allah will remark: You are lying.
You fought so that you may be called a brave warrior. Then orders will be passed
against him. So he will be dragged along on his face and cast into Hell.

Second will be a man who studied religious knowledge. Then he taught it to
others and recited the Quran. He will be brought for Judgment. Allah will remind
him of His favors (showered on him in the world). He will admit them (having
enjoyed them in his life). Then Allah will ask him: What did you do with them? He
will reply: | acquired knowledge and imparted it and also recited the Quran for
Your sake. Allah will observe: You have told a lie, for you got knowledge to be
renowned as a scholar; and you recited the Quran to be marked as a Qari (one
who recites the Quran according to the rules). Then orders will be passed against
him. So he will be dragged along on his face and thrown into Hell.

The third person will be a man to whom Allah had made abundantly rich and
granted him every kind of wealth. He will be brought for judgment. God will let
him know about His gifts conferred upon him in the world. He will recognize
them. Then Allah will inquire: What did you with them? He will say: | left no way
in which you like money to be spent without spending in it for your sake. Allah will
say: You are lying. You did so to be described as generous and philanthropic in the
society; It means you got your reward in the world according to your intention.
Now you deserve nothing in the Hereafter except Hell. So orders will be passed
against him and he will be dragged along on his face until he will be hurled into
Hell.

Allah says by warning us against spoiling our deeds, “O you who believe, cancel
not your charity by reminders of your generosity or by harming; like those who
spend their wealth to be seen of men,” (Qur’an 2:264).
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7) Visiting graves to worship, prostrate, get blessings or asking dua.

8) Believing that others (Allah’s creations) will help them bringing them closer to
Allah (Waseela). Even asking Dua (supplication) with Allah using “waseela”
(accesse) of our beloved Prophet (SAW) is not confirmed through any of Prophet’s
companions
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Is not to Allah that sincere faith is due? As for those who take guardians besides Him, “We only
worship them that they may bring us nearer to Allah.” Allah will judge between them regarding

their differences. Allah does not guide the lying blasphemer.

9) Allah has appointed His Angeles for the protection of the ummah of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW), Similarly Prophet confirmed that “Whoever (Muslim) recites
Ayat-al-Kursi before going to bed at night, one angel is appointed for his
protection for the whole night by Allah (SWT) and Shaitan cannot come near him
till morning, (Bukhari #2311). But calling Angeles for protection is pure Shirk and
unforgivable sin.

10) Sacrificing or dedicating material (Nazar & Niaz in urdu) things to someone to
get blessing, relief from affliction, accepting of your duas through him.

11) Doing Tawaf (Circling around any grave, object, picture etc) to get blessing.
Tawaf is only allowed for “KABA” house of Allah in MECCA.

12) Making Tomb or Masjid on dead person’s grave, so people can pray.

13) Calling dead person for help or asking Dua from him (No matter whom, even
Allah’s Messengers) is Shirk. Quran clearly says:

14
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He merges the night into the day, and He merges the day into the night; and He
regulates the sun and the moon, each running for a stated term. Such is Allah, your
Lord; His is the sovereignty. As for those you call upon besides Him, they do not even

own a thread of the date-stone.
If you pray to them, they cannot hear your prayer. And even if they could hear, they

would not answer you. And on the Day of Resurrection, they will reject your associating
them with Allah (Shirk). None can inform you about all this like the One Who is All-

Aware. Q35/13/14.
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Those they invoke besides Allah create nothing, but are themselves created.

They are dead, not alive; and they do not know when they will be resurrected.Q16.20-
21.

Note: Remember Polytheists (Mushrakeen of Mecca at the time of Prophet) believed in
Allah’s Lordship but not in His worship and that is why they were polytheists (Mushriks)

and disbelievers. Quran clearly testifies that:
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In surah Al-Mu’minoon verse 84-90 Allah SWT says, “Say: Whose is the earth,
and whoever is therein, if you know? They will say: Allah's. Say: Will you not then
mind? Say: Who is the Lord of the seven heavens and the Lord of the mighty
dominion? They will say: (This is) Allah's. Say: Will you not then guard (against
evil)? Say: Who is it in whose hand is the kingdom of all things and who gives
succour, but against Him Succour is not given, if you do but know? They will say:
(This is) Allah's. Say: From whence are you then deceived? Nay! We have brought
to them the truth, and most surely they are liars™.

As you can see in these verses Allah SWT clearly states that the polytheists
admitted to these things that if they were asked they would answer that the one
who owns the earth and everything within, the lord of the seven heavens and the
lord of the mighty dominion, the one in whose hand is the kingdom of all things
and who gives succour and who against Him succour isn’t given they’ll answer all
of that by saying “Allah”.

Ibn Katheer says in his tafseer when interpreting these verses, “Allah SWT attests
to his oneness and his independence from the creation, his management, and his
kingship to guide to the fact that he is the god and that no god exists besides him
and that the worship is not befitting other than Him. He is alone and doesn’t have
any associates and therefore he said to his messenger Muhammad SAW to say to
the polytheists the ones worshipping with him others, the ones that have
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acknowledged for him rububiyyah, and that he has no associates in it, and with that
they have associated with him in his Al-Ilahiyyah, "4+—¢¥!" that they worshipped
besides him, with them acknowledging that the ones that they worshipped do not
create anything and do not have possession over anything and that they do not have
force over anything in fact they believed that they bring them closer to Allah SWT.
“We haven’t worshipped them except that they bring us closer to Allah”.

Bottom Line: Follow what Allah Says in Quran:
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Say, “My prayer and my worship, and my life and my death, are devoted to Allah, the
Lord of the Worlds.. No associate has He. Thus | am commanded, and | am the first of
those who submit (Muslim). Q6/162-163..

Note: Current era Muslim’s shirk is even worse than previous Mushrikeen.
Previously Mushrikeen use to call righteous and pious people, but now a
day’s Muslims even call people who are known to have bad characters, like
never prayed, drug addict, insane, grave worshiper etc. Before Mushrikeen
only did shirk when they were happy and have no distress, while at time of
distress and affliction, they used to call only Allah, but now a day’s people
who are involved in Shirk do in both happy and distress situations.
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. When they embark on a ship ( and ship gets into trouble) they pray to

Allah, devoting their faith to Him; but once He has delivered them safely to

land, they attribute partners to Him (Shirk) (giving credit to others for their
safe arrival) Q29/65.
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Shirk —in-Al-Asmaa (Ascribing partners or rivals in
Allah’s Names and Attributes)

(Shirk-in-Al Asmaa) is not to firmly believe in the names of Allah SWT and his
characteristics that are reported to us through the Qur'an and Sunnah and to
affirm it without distortion, negation, asking how or contrasting

Shirk- in-Al=Asmaa is assigning Allah’s Names and Attributes to others: Allah’s
names and attributes are for Him alone. No one and noting is comparable to Him;
therefore giving Allah’s names to others than Allah constitute Shirk. At the time of
the Prophet (SAW) idols were worshipped on the Arabian Peninsula. AI-LAAT and
Al-UZZA were names of idols, Al Laat is derived from the Arabic word ILAH,
meaning “diety”, something worshipped as a god; Al-Uzza derives from AL-Azeez,
one of the names of Allah by calling their idols Al-Lat and Al Uzza, the people
committed shirk using Allah’s name.

Examples:

1) Allah is free from all imperfections; it is not permissible to name Allah with
names of the creation or to attribute to Allah something from the attributes of
creation; for example, by calling Him Father as Christians do or as a group of Jews
are quoted as saying in the Quran:

elit] (A55 % a &) 158 Guall 038 5 pals
“Indeed, Allah is poor, while we are rich------- “Q3/181 )
Allah says “ ey L;. ujﬁah u;ﬂ\ \jjhj L@_\ é;f:S\é. @L&J\ elay) 4 g
Golana T8 1 0350

To Allah belong the Most Beautiful Names, so call Him by them, and disregard those
who blaspheme /profanity in His names. They will be repaid for what they used to do.
Q7/180.
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2) According to The Holy Quran Qualities of Rauf, Raheem are of Allah (subhana
wa tallah) as weII as of Messenger of Allah (sallalahu alayhl was salam)

ujjjumﬂbéﬂcua‘)&él\sudc}Jcesum\wdyjeschﬁﬂ
?:‘9,)

Surah Tawbah (9) Verse 128: Now there has come unto you a Messenger from
amongst yourselves: the one who grieves at your loss and who is excessively
anxious for your success (in both worlds) and who is compassionate and merciful
towards the believers: ( Rauf ur Raheem).

If a person was to believe that Prophet Muhammed (sallalahu alayhi was'salam)
is Rauf, Raheem but with the ageedah that Allah (subhana wa tallah) granted,
bestowed, given (i.e. Atahi) these qualities to Messenger (sallalahu alayhi
was'salam) are not his own (i.e. Zaati) or was to believe that his qualities of Rauf,
Raheem are limited (i.e. Baaz) and are not equal with Allah (subhana wa tallah) in
meaning quantity (i.e. Qulli) or believes these qualities were given to Messenger
Muhammed (sallalahu alayhi ws'salam) at a time in creation, and negates
possession of these qualities from eternity, then that person does not committed
shirk

3)) By denying Allah’s name or attributes, like He is not “Rehman or Raheem” or any of
99 famous attributes of Allah.

4)) Affirming attributes that Allah has negated for Himself, attributes that imply
imperfection or fault in some way- for instance, that He becomes tried or That He sleeps
or rests.

5) Changing the meaning of Allah’s attributes (Like Allah can’t be “Al Wadood” meaning
, Loving) because that makes Allah emotional like humans.

6) people should not be given names of Allah’s attributes alone without adding “ABD”
Meaning slave to it, like “Samad or Rehman” without adding Abdu-Rehman or Abdu-
Samad. We should also not call people whose names include Allah’s attribute without
adding Abd to it.

In one Quranic Aya Allah has closed four avenues of shirk,
namely: owner besides Allah, sharer with Allah, helper for
Allah, intercessor without Allah’s permission.
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Allah says: “Say: Call upon the other gods besides Allah whom you pretend.
They have no power, not even the weight of an atom in the heavens or on
earth. Nor do they have a share in them, nor is any of them a helper to Allah. No
intercession can avail with Him, except for those who He has granted
permission,” (Qur'an 34:22-23).

After discussing 4 kind of Shirk, let’s discuss categories of Shirk.

Major Shirk( Shirk ul Akbar), Minor Shirk (Shirk ul Asghar), Hidden Shirk (Shirk ul
Khaafee) and Obvious Shirk (Shirk ul Jalee).

Major Shirk: Committing this Shirk puts one beyond the pale of Islam. It is totally opposite of
Tawheed.

Minor Shirk: Minor Shirk does not make it’s doer a Disbeliever, but it is still a major sin and
his concept and belief in Tawheed becomes weak. If not controlled, it can easily lead one to
Major Shirk.

Hidden Shirk: These shirk is very dangerous, because it is not obvious and person doesn’t
even know he is committing Shirk, it is generally happens when someone forgets the consent of
Allah, to show off and to act hypocritically or to give importance to satisfying the desires of the
soul. It can also happen when people give too much importance to beings, which function as a
means in the creation of the things, and to think that they have the power to influence.
Another kind of hidden Shirk, which is veiled; it takes place in the realm of feelings and heart,
not in the realm of deeds. To give too much importance to causes/means is also regarded as
hidden Shirk.

Obvious/open Shirk: This kind of Shirk is very obvious, like partnership in Allah’s divinity,
prostration to humans dead or alive, asking dead people for help and blessings from them etc.
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Bottom Line: shirk in Al-iraadaat [desires] and in An-Niyyaat [intentions]
then [verily] it is an ocean of which there are NO shores, and very few are
successful [in not drowning in it] from it, and whoever desires with his actions
[from his acts of worship] other than the Face of Allah and intends [by it]
something other than seeking nearness to Him [Allah] and seeks a reward from it,
then he has committed shirk in his niyyah [intention] and his Iraada[desire], and
Al-lkhlaas [having sincerity in worship to Allah only] is that one sincerely devotes
his Af'aal [actions] and Agwaal [statements] and his Iraadah[purpose/desire] and
his Niyyah [intention] for the sake of Allah only then this is the religion of
Ibraheem [alayhi salam] that which Allah commanded all His servants with, and
nothing other than it [Al-Islaam] shall be accepted from anyone [except Islaam]
Just as Allah says:

Oaplal) Ga 353 585 4ne sy ol Ly 23LY) 528 &8 (445
And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him,

and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.
[ Q3:85]

Reasons why people commit Shirk:

There are several reasons why people commit Shirk: Here are few listed.
1) Giving up on Allah’s Mercy.

2) Shaitan’s trick of whispering in people’s heart and convincing them that they
have committed so much sins that Allah will never forgive them, so they should
call pious and righteous people for their intercession with Allah.

3) Wrong concept of Intercession with Allah by his pious/Righteous slaves.

4) Exaggeration of devotion and love with religious personalities like Prophet of
Allah, saints or Angeles. Like Christians do with Prophet Essa (Jesus).

5) Ignorance about true faith of Islam.
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6) Prejudice and following blindly their ancestor’s beliefs and actions. Just like
Allah mentions in Quran (Surah Bagara, Aya 170) & d)—’\ [ \354,3‘ é—éJ Jaé Blj
Ostian 35 1 slisg 3 24T SIS 310 el wile il G g 08

When it is said to them: “Follow what Allah has revealed.” They reply: “Nay! We
will follow what our forefathers practiced. Well! Even if their forefathers had no
sense at all and lacked guidance?.

7) Not pondering /critical thinking on Allah’s sighs in this world and on Quranic
Ayats.

8) Becoming too much impress/love, involvement in worldly technological
advancement, its culture etc and started thinking this is all due to human
endeavor and power thus forgetting Allah. (Who is the real Owner, Granter of
knowledge and resources). Because of this phenomenon they started loving and
respecting human beings and started relying on worldly resources more than
Allah. Like Allah mentions in Quran 28/78 that Qaroon said about all his wealth
“All that | have been given is by virtue of the knowledge that | possess”.

9) Most of the households including Muslim families are far away in guiding their
lineage to the correct faith. As Prophet (SAW) said every child is born on “Fitra”
(correct Islamic faith), but it is up to parents that they make him, polytheist,
Christian or Jew (Bukhari #1292, Muslim #2658).

10) Extreme form of veneration of the Prophet or Messengers, righteous
personalities.

11) Intentional innovations. Any innovation if not corrected can lead to Shirk
unintentionally.

12) In Muslim world, educational institutions and Media is not performing their
role correctly, in fact they are part of problem in promoting Shirk.

13) The major reason People commit Shirk, when he thinks he can obtain benefit.
This benefit must be one of these four characteristics. A) His deity is the owner of
what he wants, B) If not owner then he believes that it is an associate to [or has a
share with] the owner. C) If he doesn’t believe to be an associate then he
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believes that it is an aid or assistant to the owner. D) If not aid then he believes to
be an intercessor with the owner. Quran has clearly negated these assumptions in
clear terms in different Ayats. See Surah “Saba, Ayats 22-23.

Remedy to avoid Shirk:

1) Fully understand Shirk, its types, categories and possible reasons then Ask
forgiveness with sincerity of his heart from Allah (SWT) and do his best effort not
to commit again in life.

2) Consistently ask the Dua (Supplication) with Allah to help him avoid Shirk as
taught by our beloved Prophet (SAW):

DUA FOR PROTECTION FROM SHIRK

The Prophet (32%) said: Shall I not teach you something which if you
say will eliminate minor or major shirk (polytheism)?

Alei Y L Siantaig aled Uig aly dyaf 4i by 39ei SI agll

Allahumma inni a" udhu bika an ushrika bika wa ana a" lamu wa
astaghfiruka lima la a* lamu

(0 Allah I seek refuge in You from l{nﬂwinﬁly associating partners
with You, and I seek Your forgiveness for that which I do not know)

Al-Adab al-Mufrad 716 (Sahih- al-Albani)

For more Duas and Benefits visit: https://preciousgemsfromthequranandsunnah.wordpress.com

3) Must study Quran (with its meaning and explanation [Tafseer])

4) Read/learn life of Prophet (SAW) (Seerah and Ahadiths)
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5) Before doing any good action, check and correct your intention that it is for the
sake of Allah only.

6) Must offset any attribute of shirk with Tawheed so as to eliminate it, for
instance one should counter (any feeling of ostentation/showing off with
sincerity, devoting one’s intention to Allah (SWT) ONLY.

7) Keep good deeds hidden as much as possible. (One thumb of rule is, do all
obligatory (Fariad) deeds openly and all non obligatory (Nawafil) i.e Sadaqat,
nawafil prayers, fasting etc secretly)

8) Must counteract any corruption in intent with its immediate reform by
repentance, sincere and firm intention not to repeat it.

9) Oppose Shirk and all that entails, whenever it is possible with passion, logic and
sound knowledge.

10) Avoid all kinds of innovation (Bidah), as it can lead to Shirk very easily.

11) Dissociate yourself from the company of polytheists and from people who are
involve in innovation in religion.

12) Be loyal to Muslims who are staunch in their [belief in ] Tawheed, unite with
them, keep their company and support them against the polytheist, indeed, one’s
love for believers and hatred toward disbeliever (only in the matter of religion
and belief, not as human beings ) is the criterion for knowing the faithfulness. The
Prophet (SAW) said that anyone who loves, hates, gives and withholds for the
sake of Allah has perfected his faith (Abu Dawood).

Note: | am leaving up to our learned reader to apply what kind of
shirk (Major/Minor, Open/Hidden) on the examples given above in
the article. Some examples are very obvious about major and open
Shirk, rest which is minor and hidden, is depends on your or scholars
interpretation. But the goal is to avoid all regardless, but minor Shirk
can easily lead to Major Shirk and take one out from the fold of Islam.
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Please make a sincere Repentance (right now after reading this article)
to Allah (SWT) for your previous shirk you committed knowingly or
unknowingly and firm commitment not to do it again and May Allah
guide you to right path and help you in understanding and avoiding
shirk at all cost. Remember door of Repentance from any sin is open
until visible sign of death appears. You never know when your time is
up in this world without any warning at all, so do it right now.

May Allah give us understanding of all kind of Shirk, save us from
committing any kind of shirk knowingly or unknowingly. Please spread
/share this article about Shirk to everywhere you can, this is the best
Sadaqa Jaria (continuous charity) you can have In Shaa Allah. Also
please share my website with your friend, family members thru any
means [social media, emails, Whatsapp, Twitter, face book, snap chat
etc] and become soldier of our beloved Prophet, who mandated us to
spread the message of Islam, Quran and his sunnah after his departure
from this world.
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