Difference between Muslim,
Mu’min and Muhsin

In Islamic terminology, Muslim, Mu’min, and Muhsin represent three levels
of faith and devotion. Each term signifies a different stage in the spiritual
development of a believer:

1. Muslim (sl—«): Submission to Allah

» A Muslim is someone who has accepted Islam by declaring the Shahada
(“There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is His messenger”) and
adheres to the basic practices of the religion, including the Five Pillars of
Islam.

» Being a Muslim primarily reflects outward submission to Allah’s will by
performing acts of worship, such as prayer, fasting, and zakabh.

* This level focuses on actions and obedience to Islamic laws.

2. Mu’'min (" «3): Faith and Belief

« A Mu’min is someone who has a deeper faith in Allah and internalizes the
principles of Islam in their heart. The word Mu’min comes from the root
iman (" ), meaning faith.

* A Mu’min not only submits outwardly but also believes inwardly in:

1. Allah

2. His angels

3. His books

4. His messengers

5. The Day of Judgment

6. Divine destiny (Qadr)

* This level reflects a stronger connection with Allah through sincere belief
and trust.

3. Muhsin (" —=x): Excellence and lhsan

* A Muhsin is someone who reaches the highest spiritual level,
characterized by Ihsan (excellence). The Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) defined Ihsan as:
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“To worship Allah as if you see Him, and if you cannot see Him, know that
He sees you.” (Sahih Muslim)

« A Muhsin not only fulfills the obligations of Islam and believes with
conviction but also perfects their actions, striving for sincerity, purity of
heart, and a strong moral character.

* This level reflects a profound consciousness of Allah in every aspect of
life.

Quranic Context:

The Qur’an highlights these distinctions:
1. Muslim:
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“The Bedouins say, ‘We have believed.” Say, 'You have not [yet] believed;
but say [instead], ‘We have submitted,’ for faith has not yet entered your
hearts.” (Surah Al-Hujurat, 49:14)

2. Mu'min:
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“The believers (Mu’'minun) are only those who, when Allah is mentioned,
their hearts become fearful, and when His verses are recited to them, it
increases them in faith.” (Surah Al-Anfal, 8:2)



3. Muhsin:
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“Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and those who are Muhsinun
(who strive for excellence).” (Surah An-Nahl, 16:128)
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Who spend in the way of Allah both in prosperity and in hardship, who
restrain anger, and forgives others. Allah loves such “Mohsaneen”.
(Surah Al-imran, 3:134)

Summary:

* Muslim: Outward submission and practice of Islam.

* Mu’min: Inward belief and conviction in the tenets of faith.

» Muhsin: A higher state of spiritual excellence, marked by sincerity and
devotion.

This progression reflects the journey of a believer striving toward closeness
to Allah.



