Importance of earning Lawful
(Halal) Income in Islam:

**The Importance of Earning Lawful (Halal) Income
in Islam: A Quranic and Hadith Perspective™*

In Islam, earning a lawful (halal) livelihood is not
merely an economic activity but a spiritual obligation
deeply rooted in faith. The Quran and Hadith
emphasize the significance of halal income, linking it
to divine approval, ethical conduct, and societal
welfare.

Before we ponder in this topic, it is very important to
understand a term Quran uses “
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All their deeds have come to zero (completely

nullified) and We shall assign no weight to them on
the Day of Resurrection.

Explanation: What Allah (SWT) Is Saying that
whatever good deeds anybody does in life, and he
thinks, he has done great for his afterlife but there
he finds out that all are good deeds which he
accumulated by great suffering and hardship have
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gone wasted in the sight of Allah , what a
monumental loss he will suffere at the most critical
juncture of his life. Also there will no turning back or
to get another chance to correct his mistakes in
worldly life. That is why it is imperative to protect
your good deeds even though it may be small.

We all know that dying in the state of being an
unbeliever, or as a Mushrik (Polytheist) will
completely nullify our all good needs, no matter how
much they may be, but few ponder on this, that
earning unlawful (Haram) livelihood can also render
all good deeds to zero.

Look at this Quranic Aya:
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Do not misappropriate / unjustly eat up one
another’s property (in any illegal way, e.g
stealing, robbing, deceiving etc), nor give
bribery to the rulers (Judges before presenting
your case) that you may knowingly eat up a part
of property of others sinfully.Q2/188



It is very important to understand Allah (SWT) mentions
about Fasting during the month of Ramadan just a Aya
before [Q2/187] and very next Aya after this He mentions
Hayjj [Q2/189]. Question 1s why not acquiring another
person’s property illegally is inserted between these two
great evens of Fasting in Ramadan and performing Haj;?
We all know from Quran and Ahadith that virtues of
Fasting in Ramadan and performing Hajj are so great that
Literally one can wipe out all his previous sins if he
performs these Ibadadahs (Worships) correctly according
to Quran and Sunnah, fearing Allah and for His sole
pleasure. The answer is simple, Allah (SWT) is reminding
us that these great rewards will become zero if your
earnings are haram (illegal), what a great loss it would be.

There are many other Ayats in Quran

1. Quranic Injunctions on Halal Sustenance™*
- **Divine Command to Consume Halal:**

The Quran repeatedly commands believers to
partake in what is lawful and pure:

- **Prohibition of Unlawful Gains:**
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Allah condemns wrongful consumption of wealth:
*"Do not consume one another’s wealth unjustly..."™”
(Quran 4:29).
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*"Allah has permitted trade and forbidden usury..."*
(Quran 2:275), distinguishing lawful commerce from
exploitative practices.

- **Accountability and Purity:**
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*"Eat of the good and lawful things Allah has
provided, and fear Allah in Whom you believe"*
(Quran 5:88). This underscores that halal earnings
reflect piety and gratitude.

**2. Hadith on the Obligation of Halal Income**
- **Duty to Seek Halal:**

The Prophet Muhammad () said, *"Seeking halal
[sustenance] is an obligation upon every Muslim"™*
(Sunan Ibn Majah). This elevates lawful earning to a
religious duty akin to prayer or fasting.
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- **Purity of Earnings and Worship:**

*"O people! Allah is Pure and accepts only what is
pure... A person who travels widely, disheveled and
dusty, raising his hands to the sky [praying], ‘O Lord!
O Lord!"—while his food, drink, and clothing are
haram—how can his supplication be accepted?"*
(Sahih Muslim 1015).

- **Consequences of Haram Consumption:**

*"If a person earns haram wealth and donates it, it
is not accepted; if he spends it, there is no blessing;
and if he leaves it behind, it becomes his provision in
the Fire"™ (lbn Kathir).

**3. Consequences of Haram Earnings™*
- **Spiritual Rejection:**

Acts of worship, supplications, and charity from
haram income are rejected. The Prophet (¥) likened
such deeds to *"building a palace on a heap of filth"*
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi).

- **Loss of Blessings (Barakah):**
Haram wealth lacks divine blessings, leading to
discontent and spiritual emptiness.



**Eternal Punishment:**
The Quran warns,
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"Those who consume the wealth of orphans unjustly

are only swallowing fire into their bellies..."* (Quran
4:10).

**4. Benefits of Halal Income™*
- **Acceptance of Worship:**

Halal earnings purify deeds, ensuring prayers and
charity are accepted by Allah.

- **Barakah and Contentment:**
Lawful income is blessed, fostering satisfaction and
sufficiency.

- **Ethical and Social Justice:**
Halal practices promote fairness, honesty, and
dignity, aligning with Islamic principles of mutual
respect and prohibition of exploitation.

**5. Prophetic Examples and Ethical Work**

- Prophets like Dawud (David) and Zakariya worked
as craftsmen, dignifying manual labor. The Prophet
(¥) praised honest traders, stating, *"The truthful
and trustworthy merchant will be with the
prophets..."” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi 1209).



- Earning to support family is an act of charity: *"The
best charity is that a Muslim earns lawfully and
spends it on his dependents"* (Sahih Muslim).

**Conclusion™®

Islam integrates material and spiritual realms,
mandating halal income as a cornerstone of faith. By
adhering to divine guidelines, Muslims ensure
personal purity, societal justice, and divine favor.
The pursuit of halal sustenance is not just an
economic choice but a path to eternal success, as
Allah says,
?@Jd;esﬁwajfssd;uusn T gl Eadl fujuuu?ssd;\ a5
13) esmwg_,uss\ il Ol (s Sliaddl 5 e 540 wuwb
Syl 35 (a3 ol 53338 ¥ 3 Gamdlis 5 (iiads G sl G g2
u;)u\;j\wo);‘ﬁ\@}a)m.h;m

*"Today, all good, pure things have been made
lawful for you..."* (Quran 5:5).

Islam emphasizes earning through lawful means,
honesty, and hard work. Engaging in haram sources
of income (such as interest, fraud, theft, and bribery)
results in spiritual and worldly harm, including
rejection of all your good deeds including, daily

7



prayers, Fasting, Zakat and Hajj and loss of barakah
(blessings). A Muslim should always seek halal
earnings to ensure a pure and blessed life and avoid
this Quranic warning,
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AII their deeds have come to zero (completely
nullified) and We shall assign no weight to them on
the Day of Resurrection.
Remember this statement is for non believers and
Mushriks (Polytheists) , but Quran and Prophet
(SAW) has warned us , It can be very well be
applied to believers who earn unlawful income in
their lives.



